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ISSUE:  Distrust of government-sponsored biomedical research is common among members of 
historically marginalized and disenfranchised communities in the U.S.  Yet these are also the 
communities that are most affected by the AIDS epidemic and, therefore, the communities where 
such research needs to be a priority.  Understanding and resolving community distrust is critically 
important. 
SETTING:  The African American community in Durham, NC; gay men in San Francisco, CA; 
and injecting drug users in Philadelphia, PA.  
PROJECT:  Project LinCS: Linking Communities and Scientists was undertaken to identify 
effective strategies for meeting the social challenges surrounding the implementation of HIV 
vaccine efficacy trials in the U.S.  Video recording was one tool used by LinCS collaborators to 
explore a variety of issues, including the relationship between distrust in government and 
willingness to participate in government-sponsored medical research. 
RESULTS:  During video recording, participants from the three participating sites cited several 
reasons for governmental distrust; these ranged from historical events to personal experiences 
resulting from government policies.  Many people voiced a sense of internal conflict, in that they 
recognized the need for government-sponsored medical research despite their distrust of the 
government.  They indicated that distrust made them cautious; before volunteering, they would 
ask questions and talk about their decisions with people they trusted. 
LESSONS LEARNED:  The tension between distrust of the government and recognition of the 
need for government-sponsored research can have valuable consequences if it motivates people to 
ask questions and seek information.  If people are given full information in a way that can be 
trusted, most will think about participating in government-sponsored medical research.  
Researchers and government officials must respond to the challenge of distrust by respecting the 
needs of participants and providing understandable, complete, and accurate information.  There 
can be no secrets. 
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